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From Our Co-Presidents 
How wonderful it was to see so many FFGC friends at our March 
20th Membership Meeting at Northern Hills United Methodist 
Church (Northern Hills UMC)! As usual, the fellowship was 
great, the conversation lively and the potluck dinner bountiful 
and delicious.

At the same time, the Russian war in Ukraine was never far from 
our minds – especially following the crushing cancellation of the 
Open World visit to Cincinnati of a Kiev-based delegation of 
anti-corruption court administrators who club members were 
preparing to host as the invasion began. The FFGC board 
adopted a Statement of Solidarity supporting Ukrainians (please 
see page 2). Several members also participated in demonstrations 
of support, including one at a jazz concert our visitors were 
scheduled to attend that was featured in a recent Cincinnati 
Enquirer opinion column. 

“A world of friends is a world of peace.” 1

Upcoming Events 

April 12 - FFGC Board 
Meeting

April 20 - Cincinnati Reuse 
and Recycle Hub

May 15 - Welcome dinner for 
FF of North Carolina

July 10 - Annual membership 
picnic

Virtual Experiences 

Rella joined the Music 
Festival for World Peace 
Zoom meeting and greatly 
enjoyed what she heard.  
Noriko Kanamoto has 
provided the link below if 
you’d like to listen.

https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/
share/
VYHXdLuUXuE1ilikYcBVm
0Lx9dj6r1WEaPo-
fDfizaCnGbsIqg71adZwMbZ
IKE21.y_0DP5N_wl28h-Eq

Passcode: =l5?c5$7

FRIENDSHIP FORCE 
“encouraging all people to share in international friendships and global understanding”
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Unfortunately, Ukraine is not the only country experiencing 
violence and human rights violations. At the March meeting, we 
heard from the Rev. Jean Claude Rushimisha, a Methodist 
minister originally from the Congo, who shared the story of the 
journey that brought him and his family from conflict-torn 
African countries to Greater Cincinnati. Here, members of the 
Congolese community have forged a partnership with Northern 
Hills UMC that includes a special Congolese-language Sunday 
service and English language classes for the hard-working 

newcomers, who are 
now thriving. Thanks 
to Program Chair Jim 
Millar and FFGC and 
Northern Hills UMC 
member Rella Hadley 
for putting together 
this fascinating 
program.

Looking ahead, club 
members will have opportunities to attend a Gathering on April 
20 at the Cincinnati Reuse and Recycle Hub (details on page 5) 
and a Welcome Dinner on May 15 and opportunities to join other 
activities with a journey of Friendship Force members from 
North Carolina who we are hosting through May 21 (details on 
page 3). Plans also are moving forward for an outbound trip to 
Salt Lake City from September 28-October 5 (see page 4 if you 
want to be added to the waiting list). In addition, we anticipate 
hosting, in September, approximately 10-12 students, ages 17-19, 
coming from two countries, through the State Department’s 
ALEX program. Mimi Gingold and Katie Campbell are providing 
leadership for this ad-hoc committee.

Members also are welcome to join FFGC Board Meetings. One 
important note: Our April 12 Board meeting will be held at 1:30 
p.m. at the Madisonville Branch of the Public Library of 
Cincinnati and Hamilton County (4830 Whetsel Ave. 45227), a 
change in our usual meeting time and venue.

In Friendship,

Patricia Lehman and Janet Walsh, Co-Presidents

“A world of friends is a world of peace.” 2

FFGC Statement of 
Solidarity with the 
People of Ukraine

 
Friendship Force of Greater 
Cincinnati (FFGC) stands with 
Ukraine and its citizens, who are 
courageously resisting the 
Russian invasion of their 
sovereign democratic nation. 
The loss of life and humanitarian 
crisis that is now unfolding is 
especially painful because of the 
direct contact with Ukrainians 
our club has experienced, most 
recently through preparations to 
host a delegation of 
administrators from the High 
Anti-Corruption Court based in 
Kiev. From its inception in 1988, 
FFGC has rejected the 
legitimacy of violence, 
inhumanity and subjugation of 
people wherever it occurs. 
Instead we seek to build bridges 
through exchanges across 
cultures and countries, believing 
that, “A World of Friendships is 
A World of Peace.”
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Journey Updates 
Incoming visit from Central North Carolina May 15 - 21
We have an incoming Domestic Journey planned for May 15 – 21, 2022. Currently, there are 7 – 10 
Ambassadors coming from the Friendship Force Club of Central North Carolina in and around 
Greensboro and Winston-Salem.

A Welcome Dinner is planned for Sunday, May 15, 2022, at 6 pm at Northern Hills United Methodist 
Church, 6700 Winton Rd. Our club will provide the meat. Club members are asked to provide salads, side 
dishes and desserts. Everyone is invited to attend and get a chance to meet our Ambassadors from North 
Carolina.

You are invited to join us for a great week of activities. This is a wonderful time to see places in 
Cincinnati, Newport, and Covington KY you may not have visited before. See the Order Form (below 
and attached in the newsletter email) and mail your payment by April 18 to Rella Hadley if you 
would like to be included. There are limits as to how many they can handle.

Monday, we plan a tour of Music Hall at 11 am. Cost is $11 and they can take 10-29 people. Lunch will be 
at your own expense at a restaurant in Over the Rhine or Moerlein Lager House. A Mural Tour at 2 pm. 
Cost is $35.

Tuesday will start at 10 am at the Ohio Heritage Museum & Village in Sharon Woods. Cost is $7 per 
person. Lunch will be at Century Inn at your own expense. A tour of Glenwood Gardens Nature Center – 
Highfield Discover Center will begin at 2 pm. Cost is $8. A Great Parks Parking Pass is required for the 
two locations. It is $10 for annual or $5 for day pass.

Wednesday at 10 am a Tour of the Behringer-Crawford Museum (cost $8). Lunch will be at a restaurant in 
Covington at your own expense. The National Underground Railroad Freedom Center tour begins at 2 
pm. Cost is $12 for Seniors or $15 for adults.

Thursday will start at 10 am at the Harriet Beecher Stowe House. Seniors $4 per person if 10 or more. 
Lunch will be at the Hofbräuhaus in Newport at your own expense. We will board a bus for a 2-hour 
Cincinnati Multimedia History Tour which includes 47 points of interest in Newport, Covington, and 
Cincinnati with a 20-minute hop off portion at Union Terminal. Cost is $41.

Friday begins at 10 am with a little history given by Joe Hadley at the Covington Flood Wall Murals and a 
stop at the Peace Bell before boarding the B & B Riverboat at 11:20 am for our Farewell Lunch. Cost is 
$39 each for 15-25 people. Afterward it may be fun to take a ride through Eden Park to view the Overlook, 
stop by the Krohn Conservatory to see the Butterfly Show ($10 timed ticket on the hour) or go to the Art 
Museum (free every day.) 

“A world of friends is a world of peace.” 3
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Outbound Journey to Salt Lake City Utah
Our Friendship Force Club has been assigned a Domestic Journey to visit the FF Club of Salt Lake City, 
Utah beginning September 28 through October 5, 2022. Mark Bowers and Nick Sakelos have agreed to be 
the Ambassador Coordinators for this Journey. They are working with the FFSLC Club Coordinators to 
plan a great experience in Utah. Currently the spaces have been filled, but if you are interested in going, 
please request you be added to the waiting list by emailing chefmarkbowers@gmail.com or 
nick@hrprofile.com

Thank you for your generosity 
A bulging cart-load of kitchen and laundry supplies for 
newly resettled Afghan refugees in Greater Cincinnati 
recently was delivered to Catholic Charities of 
Southwest Ohio, thanks to the generosity of FFGC 
members. The drive was organized by FFGC Board 
Secretary, Chalet Jules.

Staff members from Catholic Charities of Southwest 
Ohio, who are coordinating the resettlement program 
for Afghan refugees in our area, were delighted to 
receive donations from FFGC.

“A world of friends is a world of peace.” 4
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Join us for a visit to the Cincinnati Reuse and Recycle Hub 
Good News!  It is time for our next Greater Cincinnati Friendship Force 
Outing.  We will gather on Wednesday April 20 at 11am at “The Hub”. It is 
at 911 Evans St. in the Lower Price Hill neighborhood. The warehouse is 
between Gest St and South St.You must drive around the block and enter 
the fenced parking lot at the back on Woodrow St. The link below will help 
explain this.

Map of Cincinnati Reuse and Recycle Hub  

You can learn more about the Cincinnati Reuse and Recycle Hub by going 
to their website: https://www.cincinnatirecyclingandreusehub.org

The Hub is fairly new and started with the merging of several smaller local initiatives. They attempt to 
find uses for much of what we discard THAT IS NOT COLLECTED BY RUMPKE RECYCLING or is 
just put in the trash. They are currently all volunteer and are supported by grants and donations. Many of 
the hundreds of items they accept at no cost to you. Some you must pay for. They are open to the public 
for drop off Thursday noon to 6 and Saturday 10-2.

We will take a guided tour on a day they are closed to the public. Afterwards we’ll go to lunch at a nearby 
restaurant TBD. 

There is a limit of about 25 persons so please let me know before April 20 if you plan to attend.

bethduff@fuse.net or text my cell 513-382-1317

Are You Ready for Some Football? 
Sure, it’s spring, but with the NFL draft just weeks away, it’s not too soon to 
think about the Cincinnati Bengals’ prospects for next fall. If you are an FFGC 
member and Bengals fan who has not yet signed up for my.friendshipforce.org, 
you’re in luck. Unregistered members who sign up by the annual membership 
picnic on July 10 will be eligible for a drawing for one of five Bengals knitted 
Super Bowl LVI hats donated as incentives.

Need help signing up? Beth Duff (bethduff83@gmail.com) or Rella Hadley 
(rella.hadley@gmail.com) are happy to assist.

“A world of friends is a world of peace.” 5
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