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From Our Co-Presidents 
Members, members, members!

As Friendship Force of Greater Cincinnati enters the New Year 
and reflects upon the one just ended, it’s more apparent than ever 
that our valued members are the key to our club’s success – past, 
present and future!

So, let us begin by expressing profound gratitude to our fantastic 
club members. Thanks to you, we have been able to weather the 
trials of the pandemic, global hotspots and the inevitable 
challenges that complicate our lives.

With the creativity and generosity of hosts and journey 
coordinators, during 2022, our club was able to a complete a 
highly successful inbound exchange with a delightful group of 
ambassadors from Central North Carolina, host a memorable 
Open World delegation of young women from Suriname and 
Jordan, and overcome adversity to journey to Salt Lake City for 
an unconventional yet moving exchange.

This year, travel exchanges will include a long-awaited 
rescheduled journey to Saitama, Japan March 26-April 2 (with an 
add-on April 3-8); hosting of young journalists from North 
Macedonia September 8-16 through the State Department’s Open 

“A world of friends is a world of peace.” 1

Upcoming Events 

March 12

General Membership meeting 
- presentation on Costa Rica

March 26-April 8

Outbound journey to Saitama 
Japan

May 14

General Membership Meeting 
- Program TBD

September 8 - 16

Hosting of young journalists 
from North Macedonia

October 6 - 13

Hosting of ambassadors from 
Lower Columbia Washington

Journey News 
Journey Catalog 2022-23 Link

FRIENDSHIP FORCE 
“encouraging all people to share in international friendships and global understanding”

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Tf2cX72YdZtTgsGjGr-JaafTPMXxoGL-WI8G2nuMvIA/edit#slide=id.g185331ed6e5_0_0
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World program; and the rescheduled hosting of ambassadors from Lower Columbia Washington October 
6-13.

At the same time, the FFGC board is acutely aware that we must continue to reach out to current and 
potential members and better meet their needs if we are to grow, thrive and meet our mission of 
promoting “peace and understanding by creating an environment where individual friendships can be 
established across barriers that may separate people.”

Membership recruitment and retention emerged as the consensus priority at a recent board strategic 
planning meeting. As a follow-up we are planning two membership initiatives in 2023:

• Developing and implementing a membership recruitment, retention and marketing plan. Thanks to 
Mimi Gingold and Pat Dworkin, Membership Committee Co-Chairs; and Membership Committee 
members Mark Bowers, Katie Campbell and Dot Christensen for leading this effort.

• Developing and implementing a membership survey to gather input on ways to improve our club 
membership experience. The survey team includes Mimi, Beth Duff, Connie Taggart and Janet 
Walsh. We expect this survey to be distributed in late January or early February.

Thank you again for your passion for greater global understanding and your contributions to achieving it. 
We look forward to working with you in 2023!

In Friendship,

Pat Lehman & Janet Walsh

2023 Membership Drive 
This year we began a new membership renewal practice. 
We conducted the next year’s membership renewal drive 
from Oct 1-Dec. 31. Now we can report that we are 
entering 2023 with 62 renewing members. And, we are 
grateful to all!

We remain strongly committed to our mission ………

….to promote world peace and understanding by creating an 
environment where individual friendships

can be established across barriers that may separate people.

We will do all we can in our lifetimes to achieve it, but, as realists, we know our mission needs perpetual 
vigilance into the future. Thus, we are also committed to attracting more and more younger members to 
carry the torch forward.  

“A world of friends is a world of peace.” 2
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So, our Board has established a “Membership Recruitment Team (MRT)” consisting of Mark Bowers, Pat 
Dworkin, Katie Campbell, and Dot Christenson, and me. We welcome your ideas. The MRT is preparing 
a proposed 2023 New Member Recruitment Plan to present to the Board at its February meeting. 

In the next newsletter, we will share the Board-approved 2023 activities. Implementing the activities will 
provide opportunities for ALL of us to make sure our mission is carried forward. Let’s do it. 

Mimi Gingold

Journey Updates 
Saitama Japan Journey March 26 – April 1, 2023
Our Journey to visit the Friendship Force Club of Saitama 
Japan, and an extension with Samurai Tours, is fast 
approaching. There are a few spots remaining. This journey 
has now been opened to the Regional members and 
information posted in the Journey Catalog. See November’s 
newsletter for more details or contact Rella Hadley.

Other Chapter News 
Members, We Want to Hear from You!

It’s true: FFGC members are the lifeblood of our 
club. If we are to grow and thrive, we need your 
input on ways we can improve.

FFGC Board members currently are developing a 
member survey to be emailed to members later this 
month. Please watch for it in your inbox and 
respond promptly!

Topics will range from meeting logistics, 
preferences for programs and gatherings, and 

member opinions on challenges and opportunities 
as we seek to better meet our club’s needs.

 We look forward to your participation and insights!

“A world of friends is a world of peace.” 3
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WOULD THIS APPEAL TO YOU?
Currently we have four general meetings with stimulating programs and potluck {March, May, July 
(picnic), and November (Annual Meeting)}. In several of the other months we offer “gatherings” with 
social engagement in local tours or activities or “meet-ups”.

From the Minnesota FF club, we have learned that GREAT DECISIONS, a program of the Foreign 
Affairs Association is another interesting way to deepen engagement with each other while growing our 
global awareness. Members (and friends) read a selection from a Briefing Book/Ebook.

They meet in a home or other venue, enjoy a light snack, watch a short documentary video, and partake 
in a facilitated discussion. You can learn more at https://www.fpa.org/great_decisions/

The 2023 topics are: Energy Geopolitics; War Crimes; China and the U.S.; Economic Warfare; Politics in 
Latin America; Global Famine; Iran at a Crossroads; Climate Migration. A group could do all of the topics 
or decide how many and which to do.

In the upcoming survey, please let us know your thoughts about this. Would this appeal to you?

2023 FFGC Calendar 

“A world of friends is a world of peace.” 4

https://www.fpa.org/great_decisions/
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2023 FFGC Board Members and Committee Chairs 
Due partly to change in Club bylaws switching to two-year terms for officers, there are many familiar 
faces on the 2023 board. Here’s the rundown, along with our emails. Changes are in Bold. We welcome 
questions and suggestions!

Posi%on Name(s) Contact Informa%on

Co-Presidents Patricia Lehman 
Janet Walsh

lehmanpatb@gmail.com 
janetlyneBewalsh@gmail.com

Co-Vice Presidents Beth Duff 
Alice Schneider

Bethduff83@gmail.com 
alices@fuse.net

Treasurer Molly Hunter Mahunter123@gmail.com

Secretary Chalet Jules chaletjules@gmail.com

Communica%ons Co-
Chairs

Judy Moermond 
Susan Schmidt

jmoermond@me.com 
ffcincinna%@gmail.com

Membership Co-Chairs Mimi Gingold 
Pat Dworkin

mimigingold@gmail.com 
patdworkin@gmail.com

Program Chair Jim Millar emillar75@gmail.com

Hospitality Chair Nada Huron nadahuron@fuse.net

Journey Advisors Rella Hadley 
Judy Hornsby

rella.hadley@gmail.com 
judyorson21@gmail.com

Saitama, Japan 
Journey Ambassador 
Coordinator

Rella Hadley rella.hadley@gmail.com 

Lower Columbia (WA) 
Journey Hos%ng 
Coordinator (2023)

Connie Taggart Ctaggart2000@yahoo.com 

Open World Program 
Coordinators

Ka%e Campbell 
Mimi Gingold

Ka%e725campbell@gmail.com 
mimigingold@gmail.com

“A world of friends is a world of peace.” 5
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