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Events/Meetings in 2017

The goal of all the events and meetings of our club is to increase friendship and peace through-
out the world. We have four events a year called ‘Club Meetings’. These are generally pot-
luck meals with a program based on travel. A small amount of business, such as choosing our
next travel destination, agreeing to host visitors, electing officer, etc., takes place at these meet-
ings. In months when we do not have Club Meetings, we generally have ‘Gatherings’, which
are purely social get togethers. Friendship Force International has begun to use the term
‘Journeys’ , instead of ‘Exchanges’ to describe travel by Friendship Force members. These
Journeys still have ‘Ambassadors’ and ‘Hosts’. When we host visiting Ambassadors, we usually
have a ‘Welcome’ dinner/brunch and a “Farewell’ dinner/lunch. All members are encouraged to
attend these events, whether or not they are hosting one of the visiting ambassadors. Often the
Welcome event takes the place of one of our Club Meetings. The Board meets six times a year
to carry out the business of the club. The Board consists of all the officers, committee chairs,
Host Coordinators (aka incoming Exchange Directors) and Ambassador Coordinators (aka out-
going Exchange Directors). However, all members are welcome to come to all Board meetings.
For up to date information about all meetings and events, check the ‘calendar’ section of our
web site: www.friendhipforcecincinnati.org

Club Meetings

Meeting are held at the First Unitarian Universalist Church, 536 Linton St., Cincinnati, OH. We
will have a pot luck meal at each meeting, so please bring a dish to share. Guests are always
welcome at our meetings.

Sunday, March 12, 2PM. Judy Hornsby will direct a program celebrating the 40th anniversary
of Friendship Force. Bring a dish to share that is from the country of your heritage or the coun-
try of an ambassador you have hosted. Please include a small placard identifying the origin of
the dish.

Thursday, May 25, 10AM. This will also be our Welcome event for the visiting Ambassadors
from the Gold Coast Australia club. Please bring a brunch item to share.

Friday, September 15, 6PM Program to be announced

Sunday, November 12, 2PM Program to be announced



Gatherings

Information about place and time will be distributed via email. [If you have a suggestion for a
restaurant or venue that you think would be enjoyed by our club, contact Katie Campbell.

April TBD

June 24, 2PM, Picnic at the Hornsbys
August TBD

October TBD

Journeys

May 24-31 We will host the Gold Coast Australia Club. Events for everyone in the club are a
welcome brunch on May 25 and a Farewell luncheon on May 30.

October 10-26 Our club will travel to New Zealand to visit two clubs in the north island

Board Meetings
Board meetings are held at 124 W. Pike St., Covington KY, 3:30PM, unless otherwise noted.

April 18

June 24—Noon at Hornsby’s
August 15

October 3

December 19

Reflections of our President

Katie & Ray’s Gathering on February 5™ kicked off our 2017 year.  What a sunny, lovely after-
noon we had. We shared travel experiences with each other in small groups responding to in-
teresting questions over good food, a little wine and lots of conversation. Seeing old friends and
meeting new ones generated lively conversations & positive energy. Thank you very much to
Katie and Ray for kicking off our year in such style.

May 24 to 31, 2017, Ambassadors from the Gold Coast of Australia will be with us. Phil and
Sue Schmidt are our Exchange or Journey Directors. This is a great opportunity to host for the
week, or to be a day host or host for a meal or just join us on our Club hosted excursions. To
see more details about the Exchange see elsewhere in this newsletter.

We will celebrate the 40th Anniversary of Friendship Force at our Club meeting on March 12.
Judy Hornsby is leading our meeting to mark the occasion. Join the festivities on Sunday the
12" at 2 pm. | encourage you to bring a dish to share that represents your own ethnic heritage
or the heritage of an international guest that you have hosted. Let’s have name cards for each
dish & the region or origin.

Please consider attending the 40™ Anniversary celebration of Friendship Force International in
Manchester, U.K., August 24 to 28, 2017. Judy and Orson are planning to attend and | am con-
sidering it, as is another member. Anyone else interested in attending? Go to the FF website
and download the details for the Conference: www.friendshipforce.org

Experience Different Views. Discover Common Ground.

Kay Atkins, President



Hosting the Gold Coast Australia Club
May 24-31

This ‘Journey’ (new FFI word for exchange) from Gold Coast, Australia is scheduled for
Wednesday, May 24 — Wednesday, May 31. Ambassadors will be arriving in late afternoon on
the first day and leaving in the early morning of the last. We have been in active contact with
the ‘Ambassador Coordinator’ (new word for inbound exchange director) from Gold Coast, Aus-
tralia and she approves of the tentative plans and costs. She has recruited nine ambassadors
and this is the number we are using for planning purposes. The tentative schedule for this
journey is:

Wed, May 24 — ambassadors arrive in evening — home hosts meet them at airport and provide
light supper or snack depending on arrival time.

Thurs, May 25 — Opportunity for day hosting

10:00 AM -1:00 PM Welcome Brunch at First Unitarian Church, Cincinnati — All mem-
bers should participate, if possible

1:30 - 5:30 PM Tentative tour of Cincinnati by tram and walking, including art deco hotel,
views of the surrounding area, sites of historic and cultural interest.

Evening - dinner with home hosts
Fri, May 26 — Opportunity for day hosting

10:00 AM - 12:30 PM Over the Rhine Underground Brewery Tour.

1:00 - 2:30 PM Lunch at Taft Ale House

2:30 - 4:00 PM Walk around Vine Street to visit the shops there.

Evening - dinners hosted by members not home hosting ambassadors
Sat & Sun, May 27 - 28 — Two opportunities for day hosting

Free time until 6:00 on Sunday

Sunday, 6:00 - 9:00 PM Picnic at a home in Madeira OH — All members are invited
Mon, May 29 (Memorial Day) — Opportunity for day hosting

9:30 AM - 12:00 PM Glenwood Gardens

12:30 - 1:30 PM Century Inn and Tavern

2:00 - 4:00 PM Sharon Woods - Heritage Village Museum

Evening - Dinner and activities with home hosts
Tues, May 30 — Opportunity for day hosting

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM National Underground Railroad Freedom

12:00 - 1:00 PM Walk across Roebling Bridge and view flood wall murals

1:30 - 3:30 PM Farewell Luncheon at Metropolitan Club, Covington KY — All members
are invited

Evening — home hosts provide light supper

Wed, May 31 — home hosts take ambassadors to CVG for an early morning departure from
CVG



Hosting opportunities for this exchange:

Home host will provide housing and breakfast daily for one or two ambassadors. They may al-
so accompany their ambassadors to the day’s activity, but we will try to provide day hosts
when needed. They will also provide several dinners and snacks for their ambassadors.

We anticipate the need for five to seven home hosts.

Day hosts will accompany ambassadors on the day’s activities, potentially from picking up the
ambassadors at the hosts’ homes to returning them after dinner on the day. This also in-
cludes the possibility of accompanying them on activities of their interests on Saturday or
Sunday.

We anticipate the need for at least five day hosts and this number may increase based
on the needs of our home hosts.

Dinner hosts will entertain groups of ambassadors, home hosts, and/or other members with
dinner on the evening of Friday, May 26. This could mean groups of at least three or four
and could extend to larger groups if the host is interested. We anticipate a need for at least
four or five dinner hosts.

All members are asked to participate in at least one of the Welcome Brunch (Thursday, May
25, Madeira picnic (Sunday evening, May 28), and the Farewell Luncheon (Tuesday, May
30)

Susan and Phil Schmidt are Host Coordinators (New FFI name for inbound Exchange Director).

Please contact Susan at pani.schmidt@gmail.com or 859 635-2006 if you would like to

volunteer for one or more of these hosting roles




