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and global understanding”

Calendar

Feb 9, 2:30PM Board
meeting. Location to
be announced

Feb 23, 12:15PM Club
Gathering at Indian
Bistro, 671 Ohio Pike,
Suite H and tour of
the Hindu Temple of
Greater Cincinnati.

RSVP to Molly Hunter,
mahunter123@gmail.com

Limited to 25

March 10, 6PM Club
Meeting, First Unitari-
an Church, Program
on Journey to Japan

April/May, Small
group dinners.

See our web site:
FriendshipForceCincinati.org

for a complete sched-
ule for 2019

Learn about the Hindu Temple
of Greater Cincinnati

The first Gathering of our club in the new year will be a tour of
the Hindu Temple of Greater Cincinnati on Saturday, February 23.
The tour includes an overview and introduction to the Hindu cul-
ture and way of life. There is plenty of parking. For more infor-
mation about the temple, visit http://cincinnatitemple.com/

We will begin at the Indian Bistro Restaurant at 12:15 PM, at 671
Ohio Pike Suite H, Cincinnati 45245, a short distance east of I-275.
There is adequate parking in front of the restaurant.

After lunch, we will travel the short distance, one exit north on I-
275, to the Temple at 720 Barg Salt Run Road, in Summerside,
Cincinnati. The Temple, with lovely architecture, sits atop 100
acres of wooded land and as you drive through the large iron
gates, you might feel its peace and tranquility.

Please contact MOIIV Hunter
at mahunter123@gmail.com or (973) 342-7921 if you d

like to join us for the tour and/or lunch. Limit 25, first

come first served.
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Reflections of the President

Happy New Year everyone! | hope 2019 finds you happy and
healthy.

As | reflect on the beginning of my 2-year term as your president, ?
| remember back 2 years ago when | was asked to run for vice-
president. | knew that if | accepted the nomination, those 2 years
as vice president would be learning years, and | would be ex-
pected to run for President after that time. | had a lot of ques-
tions. Am | up to the task? Do | have enough time? Why would an-
yone want this job?

What finally convinced me to accept the nomination was a sense
of responsibility to the mission of the organization and to those
people who came before me. In my nine years as a club member, |
had enjoyed a trip to the Republic of Georgia, hosted lovely people from Brazil and Germany in
my home, and countless delicious potlucks with fascinating programs—all planned for my bene-
fit by others. Now it was my turn.

Fortunately, | have learned from some terrific role models, including our most recent past
president, Kay Atkins. Following our practice, Kay became vice president in 2015. She assumed
the presidency in January, 2017, and has served faithfully since then.

Under Kay ' s leadership, we experienced some interesting and rewarding journeys. In May,
2017, we hosted a delegation from Gold Coast, Australia and in June, 2018, we hosted a group
from Saitama, Japan. A group of us journeyed to Gisborne and New Plymouth, New Zealand in
October, 2017 and others enjoyed travel to Leicestershire, England and Norderstedt, Germany
in August, 2018.

Our club took on a massive responsibility in April, 2018 at the request of Friendship Force In-
ternational. With Kay presiding as president, the club planned and executed a Regional Confer-
ence, not only for our own Great Lakes region, but also the Midwest and Southwest regions.
Over 100 club representatives from 11 states converged on the Radisson Hotel in Covington
for 2 days of workshops and networking. We learned a lot, and received many favorable com-
ments.

In November, 2018, Kay arranged for Jim Yunker of the Yunker Group to facilitate our club™s
first ever Board retreat. Officers, committee chairs, and other leaders of our club spent a Sun-
day afternoon evaluating our programs, brainstorming, and setting goals for the future. Read
more about this exciting day in “Board Attends Retreat for Strategic Planning” on page 4.

As we move ahead into 2019, | look forward to working with all of you—on exchanges, and on
the day-to-day workings of the club. If you ever have any questions or concerns, please don t
hesitate to email or text or call me. And the next time you see Kay, be sure to congratulate
her on a job well-done.

Yours in Friendship,
Katie Campbell, President
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In this column is written in the interest of
helping each of us to learn more about the
other members of our club. Meet:

Bill and Emma Batson are long-term mem-
bers. Emma was a Home Economics teacher
when they lived in lllinois; Bill has had his
own architectural firm here for 55

years. He is now thinking about retir-

ing. Emma was a landlord with many rental
units for over 40 years. That's a way to
pick up some unusual workman-like skills!
They have been married for 62 years.

Morita Marmo joined the club in 2017. She
grew up in Central lllinois where she taught
5th Grade, but sometimes also the 4th or
the 6th. She is our Far East traveler, having
been to Bhutan,Japan, Taiwan, Vietham and
Indochina. She also made it to Iceland, and
will most likely share why the detour.

Emily Hodges is another long-term member,
and is originally from Kansas City MO. She is
a true music lover, having married two
members of the Cincinnati Symphony,
Yizhak Schollens (viola) and Andy Wolf
(bass). Andy was also a member, but Emily
is now a widow. Emily previously owned the
New World Food Shop in Clifton.




Board Gathers at a Retreat for
$trategic Planning

On November 18th of 2018 the members of both the 2018 Board and the 2019 Board met to-
gether for an afternoon retreat to examine where we are as a club and to set goals and ac-
tion steps for the next three years. The retreat was organized by Kay Atkins and was led by
Jim Yunker, President and CEO of The Yunker Group. The Yunker Group is a consulting firm
that works with non-profit organizations in areas of leadership development, fundraising, vol-
unteer coaching, and strategic planning. Many, many thanks to Mr. Yunker who donated his
time and that of his staff to organize and direct our discussions!

In setting goals for the next three years, the group decided to focus on the areas of Member-
ship, Leadership, and Mission. In the area of Membership, the group first looked for ways of
helping new members to feel included and to participate. The steps to be taken include as-
signing a 'buddy” to each hew member, encouraging more mixing of old and new members at
meetings, and having 'getting to know you™ activities at meetings. In order to make expecta-
tions of members known, there will be mini-gatherings in members™ homes. These will be fo-
cused on having seasoned members share the things they have learned from both travel and
from hosting with new members. Growing our membership was also a topic. Members will be
encouraged to tell friends about Friendship Force and will be offered personal business cards
with the Friendship Force websites and contact information. In addition, the Board plans to
have an informational event for the purpose of inviting potential members. For this event,
groups that are potential sources of new members will be contacted, as well as prospects sug-
gested by members.

Developing the willingness of members to take Leadership roles in our club was the second
area of concern. Some of the action steps in this area include better communication about
the leadership roles needed and the specific responsibilities in each of those roles. Members
will be personally contacted about volunteering for one-time, short term 'jobs™ such as driv-
ing, dinner hosting, providing food, etc. The role of the Vice President will be further dis-
cussed by the Board.

The group began the retreat by discussing the Mission of our club. They established the fol-
lowing as our mission: 'To encourage all people to share in international friendships and global
understanding . The third area of focus will be making sure that our members understand
that mission and that the activities we plan for incoming groups promote our mission. The
Board will look for opportunities to display and discuss the mission at meetings. Some of ideas
for exchanges include spending more time in small groups in order to promote stronger
friendships, planning activities that encourage interactions, and briefings and de-briefings
from outbound journeys that focus on cultural education rather than sightseeing.

The board also looked at other ways of upgrading our meetings. These will include keeping

discussions of business to a minimum (use email or the newsletter to share information) and
making sure a working mike is available to all speakers. Using travel interest surveys to help
organize small group participation in journeys offered by other clubs was also discussed.



2019 Travel and Hosting Opportunities

Hosting: International visitors coming to the FFl World Conference in Colorado in July may
want to extend their travels. If you are willing to host one or two of these travelers from July
19 thru July 23, please contact Judy Hornsby at 513 313-6768 or judyorson21@gmail.com. The
club will plan at least one group event during that time, but the remainder of the stay will be
planned by you and your guest(s).

From August 17 through August 24 our club will be hosting the club from Piracicaba, Brazil.
The activities for the week will be planned by Judy Hornsby and Rella Hadley and their commit-
tee. If you would like to host one or two of our visitors, contact Rella or Judy.

Travels: The FFl World Conference will be July 23—26 , Boulder, CO with a two day (July 27-28)
optional extension with local activities. Go to www.Friendshipforce.org and scroll to the bot-
tom of the page to register and find out more information. Several of our members are hoping
to attend this event.

The Friendship Force club of Lower Columbia, Washington has invited our club to visit them
from September 17th thru September 24th. If you are interested in going on this Journey
and would like to serve as Journey Coordinator, contact Judy Hornsby at 513 313-6768.

Thought of the Day

Rella Hadley contributed this thought that was read to her by their 90 year old dinner host
Dorothy Anderson in New Plymouth, New Zealand:

“Time must be the most overworked word in the English language. | wondered why, as |
set about advancing my clocks and household appliances an hour for Summer Time.

You can't see time, nor feel it, hear it or smell it, for that matter. But that word, time, is on
our lips every hour of the day, every minute, for some. So what is time? Time is many things to
many people.

There is so much you can do with time. So much you cannot do when you have no time.
You can use it and lose it, but find it as well. You can make time, take time, leave time, save
time, have time, beat time, use time and waste time, Lawbreakers "do time" in jail. For misbe-
having kids there's "time out," and sick employees take "time off", Shearers and woodchoppers
drop their tools on the call of " time," while our All Blacks have been known to "play for time."
Folk usually aim to arrive for functions and events "on time," and we can finish a task "in time" or
sometimes "run out of time."

Then, of course, there's a wrong time and a right time for all that we do. Breakfast time,
lunch time, tea time, and supper time, followed by bed time, Ah...Bedtime! Lovely thought! But
where has the day gone? | have been busy all day! | certainly did not fill in time, nor Kill time,
pass time or lose time. | did not notice time standing still or even marking time. Some say time
flies, but | did not see that either.

The fact is time passes more quickly as the years go by. It takes longer to do things, and
less to fill the day. Weeks are shorter. too. And each Christmas as | put up the Christmas tree
with its glitter and lights, it seems only last week | took it down and packed it away. Yes, | be-
lieve time flies.

Perhaps | should start saving time, That way | could have some extra time a sort of
"super time," to do all those things | have not found time to do before my "time is up." “



